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MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF HANWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13 JUNE 2007
Present:
Councillors, J. Spratt (Chairman), A. Bailey, R. Dainty, T. Tuite, C. Nixon-Eckersall, G. Polson,  J. Hart, Mrs S. Cunningham (minutes)
Guest Speakers: Michelle Jarvis (CDC) and Alan Jones (Hanwell Resident)

Others:
38 members of the public/residents, and 1 reporter from the Banbury Guardian – see attached signatures
Apologies:
None
1.
Declarations of interest - none declared. The clerk asked if any member had been offered or received any gifts or hospitality since the last meeting. No member had received any such offer.

2.
Minutes of the meeting of the AGM 10 May 2006 were taken as read and signed as being a true record.
3.
Persimmon Appeal
The Chairman introduced Michelle Jarvis (MJ) (CDC) who is involved with the Persimmon planning application. MJ gave a talk on the process for which the appeal would be based on. These are a few of the details which MJ gave:

· The Environment Agency have withdrawn their objection
· Five points to defend

· 8 day appeal from 24 July 07 @ 10am in chambers – Members of the public welcome 
· Cherwell District Council website to be updated as soon as information available

· The Planning Inspector listens to the District Council and public then decides on application then reports on his/her decision.

· Housing appeals are taking less time than other appeals.

The Chairman thanked MJ for the information and asked if members of the public would like to ask MJ any questions pertaining to the appeal. Several questions were asked and answered a few being:

· Who was the Inspector in charge of the appeal? – Mrs Ruth McKenzie who is employed by the 1st Secretary of State – Planning Inspectorate.  Mrs McKenzie has no prejudicial interest.
· If CDC lose the appeal what is the next step?
· Need legal agreement

· High court judge

It was also pointed out by members of the public that Persimmon were abusing the Judicial Review system, by objecting to the ‘Bankside’ 
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development in order to delay its approval, therefore, CDC would not be able to fulfil its quota of housing set-out by the Government, hoping that Warwick Road planning would be approved because of this! 

Other questions asked and answered were:

· Traffic generation?

· What impact would approval have on the Horton General Hospital?

· How many homes need to be built before a school is considered?

JS thanked MJ  for attending the meeting and answering all the questions.

The Chairman introduced Alan Jones (retired - CDC Planning Department & Resident of Hanwell Village) who will be representing Hanwell PC at the Persimmon appeal on 24/7/07.
AJ spoke about his willingness to act as representative for HPC and that he would attend the full 8 days and that his slot would probably be towards the end of the 8 days.  He will be happy to prepare any extra paperwork if this is required.  AJ will also keep the Hanwell website up to date for resident’s information. 

4.
Hanwell Local Development Framework (LDF)
AJ commented that as part of CDC’s work on the LDF, various potential development sites were published for comment last year, including six small sites for housing in Hanwell.  HPC commented on all the sites.
Following recent changes the whole approach to the LDF, it is now likely that all proposed sites and policies will be published in one comprehensive document but not until early in 2008.  There is no need for HPC to make further comment at this stage.

JS thanked AJ for his input and for agreeing to attend the Appeal.
5.
Accounts for 2006/07
The accounts were tabled at the meeting and the Chairman asked for a vote to approve the accounts - the accounts were approved.
6.
Any Other Business
· St Peters Church – Rev Chard addressed the meeting and asked for support for the church; unless there is support there is a possibility that the St Peters could close.  If there is anyone who would be willing to help in any way please contact Philip Ledger or Rev Chard to discuss this. 
· Grass cutting – CNE commented that the volunteers were doing a great job and that more support would be appreciated.  We are to claim the 
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VAT back which will be a saving of £600 plus.

· Village Play Area – Amy Gault (resident) gave a short rundown on the position of the Lottery Funds which are due to be awarded to Hanwell Village for the rejuvenation of the Hanwell Play Area.  Amy is on the Parish Council Sub-committee for this project and a display of photographs and equipment will be shown at the end of the EGM for all to see.  The amount HV are hoping for is £20k.  For further information please check the HV website for details.
· Hanwll Updated Conservation Appeal – This will take place on Wednesday 20th June 2007 in the Hanwell Village Hall with displays and then a general meeting. 
The Chairman thanked all for attending and brought the meeting to a close at 21:30.

The next Parish Council meeting will be:

Date:

Wednesday 11 July 2007 

Time:
 
7:30pm  
Venue:
Hanwell Village Hall

