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Minutes of the Meeting of Hanwell Parish Council

Held on Wednesday, 13th January 2010
Present:

Councillors:  
J Spratt (Chairman), R Dainty, J Hart,





G Polson, C Nixon-Eckersall,






J Gordon (minutes)
Apologies:
A Bailey, T Tuite
Residents:
Dr J Jemmett, Mr G Dessain
Declarations of interest – None
207
Minutes of the meeting of 4th November 2009 were taken as read and 
signed as being a true and accurate record.

208
Matters Arising

Estate issues – the barriers

The clerk reported that Annabel Armstrong had again been contacted regarding the 
barriers.  The situation has not changed since the last PC meeting in that Annabel 
and the Farm Manager want barriers erected, but the Farm Tenant does not.  

The discussion with Annabel also raised the issue of people straying off the 
footpaths when walking across the fields, in that people walking over the fields do 
not have access to anywhere other than the footpaths.

Pavements in the village


The clerk reported that the footpaths in the village will be inspected in April by the 
Highways as a matter of course.  A request can be submitted to the Highways for 
an earlier inspection if desired.  


It was agreed that the April inspection was soon enough.

Horley Lay-by

The drafted letter has been sent advising that Hanwell PC had no objection 
to Horley PC contacting Oxfordshire Highways about the lay-by.  There has 
been no reply.

Syndicated Oil Purchase

This is not going to be pursued at present.
209
Police Visit re Speeding Motorcyclist

The police have not responded to the request put in by Oxfordshire County 
Council to attend the PC meeting, despite being followed up several times.  
This will now be put back until the next meeting. 
Action:  Clerk

It was reported that the motorcyclist in question, having received a verbal 
message about his speed, has slowed down significantly.
210
Park Close Allotments

A schedule has been drawn up of rents due and paid to date.  The rent for 
2009 was £24 per allotment with a concessionary rent of £12 per annum.  
There are 4 allotment holders who have not yet paid their 2009 rent.  Rent 
for 2010 is due on the 1st January 2010.  One allotment holder has paid 2010 
rent to date.

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to all the allotments holders asking 
for the rent for 2010 and in the case of those that have not paid for 2009, 
asking for that as well.  Rent for 2008 was not collected by Cherwell District 
Council and will not be asked for.
Action:  Clerk


John Jemmett, on behalf of the allotment holders, requested that new lease 
agreements also be sent out as there is one allotment holder who is thinking 
of relinquishing his allotment and is concerned about his notice period.


It was decided that a new agreement should be sent to everyone, and this 
should include the Conditions of Tenancy which were not sent previously.  
The title on the lease agreement needs to be changed from Cherwell District 
Council to Hanwell Parish Council.

Action:  Clerk


Within the Conditions of Tenancy, there is a notice period of 6 months 
which the Parish Council would be prepared to waive should someone wish 
to give up their allotment.


It was also agreed to advertise the fact that there was one vacant allotment in 
the Hanwell News.

Action:  Clerk


The question of insurance was brought up.  It was not clear whether or not 
the PC’s insurance company had been made aware of the allotment situation 
and what the liability for HPC would be.  The insurance company needs to 
be contacted to ensure that adequate cover is in place.
Action:  Clerk

John Jemmett was asked to let the Parish Council know if any issues arise 
concerning the allotments so that the PC could endeavour to resolve them in 
a friendly way.

211
Bus Shelter Update


There are 2 bus stops in the village which are marked on Oxfordshire 
Highways database.  It is not clear to the highways whether they are official 
bus stops or not, but as far as they are concerned they are bus stops because 
the buses stop there.  Highways can put up 
posts and flags at these points if 
wanted.  In reality this does not appear to be where the buses actually stop. 
It seems to be the case that the position of bus stops is determined 
through consultation between the Parish Council and bus companies, with 
safety being the main issue.

Highways will not know whether they will have any budget for bus shelter 
grants in 2010 until the end of this financial year.  The PC will need to 
contact them at the end of March to find out. 

Action:  Clerk 

The position of a bus shelter has always been discussed as being outside the 
village hall and the PC will be guided as to where it should be located by 
the 
bus companies.
212
2009 Annual Return and External Audit


The external audit, carried out by BDO, has now been completed and 
returned to the parish council, together with BDO’s audit opinion in the form 
of an Issues Arising Report.  This was presented to the parish council and an 
action plan was agreed based on the report.  The action plan is:

1.
Risk Assessment



It was agreed that the council would utilise the example risk table 


available on BDO’s extranet to assess and clarify its risks.  This to be 

downloaded and modified to suit HPC’s needs.
Action:  Clerk

2.
Publication Scheme for Freedom of Information Act 2000


The Council will adopt the Model Publication Scheme before the end 

of the financial year.  This can be obtained from the Information 


Commissioner’s Office.

Action:  Clerk

3.
Fidelity Guarantee


The fidelity guarantee was not enough to cover the amount in the bank 

account when the grant money for the play area was in the account.   

The fidelity guarantee should have been sufficient to cover the 


additional amount of the loan.  This point was duly noted for future 

reference.


4.
Minutes


The minutes of the PC meetings currently are signed once they have 

been approved.  However, the minutes need to be maintained in 


accordance with schedule 12, paragraph 41(2) of the Local 



Government Act 1972 and to this end, each page must be 



consecutively numbered and each page must be initialled by the person 

signing the minutes.  This was duly noted and accordingly, with 


immediate effect, the minutes will now be appropriately numbered 
and 

initialled.


5.
Minuting Approval of the Annual Return



The minutes supplied did not specifically minute the PC’s approval of 

Section 2 of the Annual Return.    This point was duly noted and the 

correct procedure will be adhered to when the annual return for year 

ended 31st March 2010 is presented to the council.

Action:  Clerk

213
2010 Budget


Budget recommendations had been prepared by the internal auditor (Giles 
Dessain) and the Parish Clerk (see attached spreadsheet).  These were 
discussed at length by the PC.  The budget has been based on 2009 
expenditure and anticipates a surplus of £700.  Currently the PC has 
‘fixed’ expenses that amount to approximately £5,400 per annum.  



The Chairman proposed that, as there is enough reserve to cover some 
special expenditure if required in the coming year without increasing the 
precept from 
£6,000, the budget should be adopted and the precept remain
as it is for 2010.  

It was agreed that the PC needs to communicate to the village what the 
precept is being used for, and the fact that there is some money currently in 
reserve to meet additional demands being placed on the PC, for example the 
bus shelter.  Whilst items like the bus shelter could be paid for by fund 
raising, if they are for the benefit of everyone in the village then a fair way 
of funding is through the precept.

214
Church Repairs and HPC Financial Position


It was agreed that the financial position had been covered in the budget 
discussions.


Giles Dessain (resident) recapped on the discussion held at the last PC 
meeting – that the church is in need of some substantial repairs and is 
seeking grants from various bodies, one of which is the Parish Council.  As 
the Parish Council currently gives grants to other bodies within the village 
that support the fabric and social life of the village, such as the village hall, it 
was felt it would be appropriate to ask for a grant towards the church repairs.


Various points were raised, not least the cost to the villagers if the church 
was closed down.


The total bill for the church repairs is in the region of £23,000.  The grant 
amount being asked for is £1,000.  


As the PC is a very small organisation, with a very small budget, the 
amount being asked for is a high proportion in one year and would be more 
appropriate spread over a period of 2 years.  


The Chairman put forward the motion that this committee will commit to a 
grant of £500 this year towards the church repairs, with the intention to do 
the same next year.  This was agreed.

215
Parish Liaison Meeting:  Follow up


Rat infestation at Park Close


This is a very sensitive issue, and it is causing a serious problem for some of 
the residents of Park Close.  

It was agreed that the PC would write to the authorities to let them know that 
it is very concerned for these residents who are believed to be unhappy and 
living in discomfort and fear of disease.   


It is a serious matter and the authorities need to let the PC know what it is 
that they are doing to resolve it, or if indeed they would prefer the PC to do 
something about it.  It was agreed that the pressure needs to be kept up on 
the authorities.

Action:  Clerk


Sports Facilities


At the Parish Liaison Meeting, Cllr Nixon-Eckersall asked the representative 
from Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association about the possibility for 
funding to provide a ‘proper’ set of goal posts and nets for the sports field.  

OPFA were meant to follow this up on behalf of HPC, but have not done so.


Although the point was made that new goalposts and nets might attract 
unwanted users to the sports field from outside the village, it was felt that it 
would be worth pursuing OPFA to find out what would be on offer.

Action:  Clerk


Community Safety and Anti-Social Behaviour


Cllr Nixon-Eckersall spoke to the relevant people at the Parish Liaison 
Meeting regarding the issue of the dirt bike rider intimidating a resident out 
walking her dog.

The advice given to Cllr Nixon-Eckersall was that should an incident like 
this happen again, it should be reported immediately to the police giving as 
much information as possible – particularly details of the bike.  It is the 
immediacy of the report that is crucial in an incident of this kind.


Highways

Cllr Nixon-Eckersall consulted with the Highways at the Parish Liaison 
Meeting regarding the possible radiusing of the turning to Banbury where 
the road from Hanwell meets the Southam Road in order to improve 
visibility and therefore safety.  This turning is particularly dangerous in the 
summer months when the verges are overgrown.  Although the verges are 
maintained by the Highways, the infrequency of this leads to very poor 
visibility when turning right from Hanwell to Banbury.  In addition, the 
angle of the left hand turn into the village coming from Banbury means that 
drivers almost have to stop, particularly if there is someone coming out of 
the village at the same time.  

The Highways did not feel that this would be possible as they would have to 
buy land to be able to do it.  It was pointed out to them that the verge there is 
particularly wide which would make it possible to do without buying any 
more land.  They agreed to come out and look at it, which they subsequently 
did.  As a result, the PC received an email from Simon Marsden, Senior 
Technician for the Northern Area Office, stating that, whilst they agreed that 
visibility was not good, they only maintain the existing network and do not 
carry out new works.  They will therefore ensure that the grass and 
vegetation are maintained.  It was also stated that from the accident data 
available, there were no accidents that could be attributed to the restricted 
visibility of the junction.  

It was agreed that this should be followed up again by sending a letter to put 
on the record the PC’s grave concern and disappointment that no action will 
be taken to improve this dangerous junction.  

It would also be worth mentioning that what the PC is suggesting be done to 
the junction was found necessary to be done at the other end of the village

Action:  Cllr Nixon-Eckersall

216
Planning Applications

None

Planning Approval

None
217
Any other business


Grit and grit bins


A question was raised about the adequacy of the salting of the roads during 
the recent very bad weather, and whether or not there were enough grit bins 
in the village.  Currently there are two, however the bin by Park Close is 
not 
in very good condition and should be replaced before next winter.
Action:  Clerk


During the bad weather a small number of villagers put a great deal of 
time and effort into gritting the main road in the village.  The Parish Council, 
on behalf of the whole village, would like to thank these people who have 
taken the trouble to use the grit appropriately on the village streets and paths.


Parish Council meeting dates in 2010


Cllr Nixon-Eckersall asked for a list of the proposed dates for the PC 
meetings in 2010.  This to be sent out prior to the next meeting for 
discussion at the meeting.


Action:  Clerk

Cheques issued since last meeting
	St Peter’s Church
	Wreath Rem. Day 09
	25.00

	Jayne Gordon
	November salary
	83.33

	Jayne Gordon
	December salary
	83.33

	BDO LLP
	09 audit fee
	189.75



Post received


Post was distributed to the members during the months in between meetings 
and at the meeting.
With no other business the meeting ended at 21.10 pm
The next Parish Council meeting will be:

Date:

13th March 2010
Time:
 
7:30pm   
Venue:

Hanwell Village Hall


Cont..

