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Minutes 79

Minutes of the Meeting of Hanwell Parish Council

Held on Wednesday, 4th May 2011 

Present:
Councillors:  
John Spratt (Chairman), Bob Dainty, Giles Dessain, 

John Hart, Charles Nixon-Eckersall, Gordon Polson, Arnold Bailey


Jayne Gordon (minutes)

Apologies:
None
Residents:
None

Declarations of interest:  None

289
Minutes of last Parish Council meeting held on 12th January 2011


The minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2011 were taken as read and signed as being a true and accurate record.

290
Matters Arising

Grit Bins

The Clerk informed the meeting that these have to be purchased from Cherwell District Council.  The cost of each bin is £160.00 + VAT.  Cllr Dainty reiterated that in order to grit the village manually, 2 additional bins are needed.  Cllr Nixon-Eckersall pointed out that last year the village was omitted from the gritting list as a result of the changeover to a new gritting company employed by the district council.  It was agreed that this would be re-visited later in the year.

Action:  Clerk to put on agenda (November)


Village Pump

Dave Smith has been unable to find the pump.  He needs clarification as to its whereabouts.

Action:  Cllr Spratt


Village Playground - RoSPA Report


Dave Smith still to come back to the PC with a quotation.

291
Village Spring Clean

Given that the closing date for this is 9th May, it was agreed that there was not now enough time to arrange a spring clean this year.
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292
Cluster Care Group – request for donation

The Cluster Care Group has written to the Parish Council requesting a donation.  In line with the Parish Council’s policy for such requests, it was agreed that no donation would be forthcoming, but that the Group could use the Village Hall at no charge whenever they needed to.

Action:  Clerk to write to Cluster Care Group

293
Parish Council documents in the Village Hall

The documents that are stored in the Village Hall date back a number of years so there was some discussion as to how long these documents should be stored for.  It was decided that the documents should be gone through and sorted and those that could be destroyed would be destroyed.  Cllr Dessain and Cllr Nixon-Eckersall volunteered to take on this task.

Action:  Cllr Dessain / Cllr Nixon-Eckersall


294
Park Close Allotments – Rat Problem

The Clerk reported that she had spoken with the allotment representative, John Jemmett, about this problem.  He had agreed to speak to the other allotment holders and get the rubbish cleared.

To date there has been no feedback as to whether or not this has been done.

Action:  Clerk to follow up with John Jemmett

295
Parking on the Playing Field

The Village Hall has been booked for an Art Exhibition from 14th-22nd May.  The organisers of the exhibition expect an average of 200 visitors per day.  They have requested that, if the weather is fine, would it be possible for visitors to the exhibition to park on the playing field?  

There is also a cycle race using the Village Hall on a Sunday morning in the near future. The organisers of the race are expecting about 150 participants and they too have requested use of the playing field for parking.

Both organisations need to know in advance if this will be possible so that the information can go into their literature.

It was decided that the insurance company should be contacted to check if the Playing Field would be covered for this use and what information the brokers would need. 

Action:  Clerk
It was also agreed that a collecting box for the Village Hall funds could be put in the Village Hall during these bookings asking for a donation.
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296
Change of use of the Churchyard Extension

Planning permission has to be applied for to change the use of Glebe Field.  When the land was initially acquired, use was given to Vincent Evans.  The Church now wishes to retrieve the land from him.   If the Church applies for planning permission, the cost will be £190.00.  If the Parish Council applies for the planning permission, the cost will be £95.00.

The Parish Council is in a position where it should be able to do this as it has a responsibility towards what happens in the churchyard.  

Cllr Nixon-Eckersall has obtained the relevant planning application form.  The change of use will be from domestic use to that of an extension to the existing graveyard.

It was agreed that Cllr Nixon-Eckersall should take this forward.

Action:  Cllr Nixon-Eckersall

297
Parish Council involvement with village events

Currently events that take place in the village are generally organised by the Village Hall Committee and the Parochial Church Council.

Cllr Nixon-Eckersall raised the question as to whether the Parish Council should have more involvement in organising village events as very little takes place at the moment.  

It was agreed that perhaps something could have been done within the village to celebrate the Royal Wedding.

The Open Gardens event is not going ahead this year as the castle gardens will not be opened due to security worries.  However it does look likely that the Village Lunch will take place.

298
Planting of Tree – The Patersons



A note was sent to the Parish Council from the Patersons about this.  However, since then, it has been established that permission was not sought to plant the trees that are already on this piece of land.  There has been no objection to these trees.  It was agreed that the Patersons should go ahead and plant the tree in keeping with the existing trees.  If Mr Paterson would like to know what kind of trees are already planted on the land, Cllr Dessain can advise.
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299A
Clarification of Planning Laws in relation to replacement windows and doors


Cllr Bailey has been asked to clarify the situation regarding people using UPVC windows and doors when renovating their properties.  It appears that this is quite a complicated issue and depends on a number of local factors.  


It was agreed that Cherwell District Council Planning Department should be contacted to find out what the actual situation is for Hanwell.

Action:  Clerk

299B
a.
Planning Applications:
WITHDRAWN

WITHDRAWN 

11/00041/F








Hanwell Castle, Main Street, Hanwell







Mr A Beecroft


b.  
Planning Approval:

11/00051/TCA

Chrilibarn Cottage, Gullicote Lane, Hanwell

T1 x Silver Birch – fell

11/000520/TCA

Mr Alan Jones

3 Sackville Court, Hanwell

T1-T8 various trees – fell, tidy, prune

300
AOB

a.
Cheques issued since the last meeting

	Cheques issued 12th January - 31st March 2011
	

	100610
	12/01/11
	F N Pile
	Annual service, both mowers
	397.64

	100611
	17/02/11
	Jayne Gordon
	January salary
	83.33

	100612
	03/03/11
	Jayne Gordon
	February salary
	83.33

	100613
	07/03/11
	Hanwell Village Hall
	Grant for 2011
	

	100614
	28/03/11
	St Peter's Church
	Loan repayment
	892.50

	100615
	31/03/11
	Jayne Gordon
	March salary
	83.33


b. Post Received

Distributed as received.

Parish Council Accounts for April 2010-March 2011

Cllr Dessain reported that the internal audit of the accounts for the period 1st April 2010-31st March 2011 had been completed and these accounts were circulated to the members.   Cllr Dessain went through the accounts with the 
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members.  Section 1 of the accounts was then approved by the Parish Council and signed by the Chairman.


Section 2 of the Annual Accounts was discussed and it was agreed that the level of the fidelity guarantee should be increased to about £11,000.  

Action:  Clerk

Section 2 of the accounts was then completed and approved by the Parish Council.  

There was some discussion as to whether the accounts needed to be adopted or approved and when this should take place.  Cllr Dessain volunteered to verify the procedure and report back.

Action:  Cllr Dessain

Allotment land

Cllr Dessain raised the point that the allotment land should be included in the Parish Council’s Fixed Asset Register, which he is happy to deal with, however to do so he will need the deeds to the allotment land.

Action:  Cllr Spratt

Yew tree on the village green

Cllr Dessain reported that the yew tree on the green by his house was diseased.  Cllr Dessain has spoken to the Tree Officer at Cherwell District Council about the tree and planning permission is needed to address the problem.  As the tree is on the village green, the Parish Council will need to apply for this.  It is believed that the green is registered as common land.

It was agreed that Cllr Dessain should apply to Cherwell District Council to have the tree looked at.  Cllr Dessain will report back to the Parish Council on the findings of the tree experts, prior to any work being carried out.

Action:  Cllr Dessain 

Pay increase – Parish Clerk

It was proposed and agreed that the Parish Clerk’s annual income would be increased to £1,500 per annum, effective 1st April 2011.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.10 pm.

The next Parish Council meeting will be on

6th July 2011

7.30 pm

Hanwell Village Hall

… Continued

