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Minutes 77


Minutes of the Meeting of Hanwell Parish Council

Held on Wednesday, 24th November 2010
Present:
Councillors:  
John Spratt (Chairman), Arnold Bailey, Bob Dainty, 
Giles Dessain, John Hart, Charles Nixon-Eckersall

Jayne Gordon (minutes)
Apologies:
Gordon Polson
Residents:
Malcolm Rayner
Declarations of interest:  Charles Nixon-Eckersall declared an interest in item 7 on the agenda.
272
Minutes of last Parish Council meeting held on 8th September 2010


The minutes of the meetings held on 8th September 2010 were taken as 
read and signed as being a true and accurate record.
273
Matters arising


Village Pump

Cllr Bailey has obtained a quote of £50.00 from Bill Tagg to concrete the 
pump into position.  A quote has also been obtained from Dave Smith for

£150.00.  


After some discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Bailey would ask Bill Tagg 
for a more comprehensive quote to include the cost of the stone which 
would be needed to complete the job properly.


In order to speed up the completion of this, the Parish Council agreed that 
the final decision on who should do the job would be delegated to Cllrs 
Bailey and Nixon-Eckersall once the second quote from Bill Tagg has been 
obtained.

Action:  Cllrs Bailey and Nixon-Eckersall

Bus Shelter


If Hanwell was successful in obtaining a grant, the maximum amount that 
could be obtained would be £2,500.  The total cost of erecting a bus shelter 
in the village would leave a net cost, after the grant, of approximately 
£5,000 which, it was agreed, was disproportionate to the benefit that the 
village would gain from the bus shelter.


This matter has been under investigation for many months and a large part 
of the delay has been that the district council ran out of funding for bus 
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shelter grants long before the end of 2009 and the Parish Council then had 
to wait until July 2010 to find out if the grants were going to be continued in 
2010.   The Parish Council was, at that stage, told that funding for the grants 
in 2010 was extremely limited.


Malcolm Rayner raised the point that initially the idea had been to raise the


extra money needed from trusts, however in the current financial climate it 
would be very unlikely that there would be any money available from trusts.


It was agreed that there would certainly be benefit for the village in having a 
bus shelter, in particular for the school children, and this was the reason it 
has been so carefully considered.  If and when financial circumstances 
change, then the work that has already been done will be very useful.  It is 
possibly a matter that should be put to an AGM in order to represent the 
view of the village as it would be the village’s money that would need to be 
used.
274
Repair of Hanwell Play Area


Following the report received from RoSPA after their inspection of the play 
area and the playing field, a letter was drafted by Cllr Spratt to 
Dave Smith 
to get a quotation for the work that needs to be done.  This now needs to be 
sent.
Action:  Clllr Spratt

Cllr Spratt asked if anyone would be prepared to go to look at the play area 
with Dave Smith and take along the RoSPA report, so that he can be clear 
about what needs to be done.  Cllr Dessain agreed to do this and was given 
the relevant report.
Action:  Cllr Dessain
275
Issues Arising Report from BDO external audit


The clerk reported that the only issue arising from the external audit was 
regarding the fidelity guarantee – that it is insufficient in the light of the 
Parish Council bank balance.


Cllr Dessain confirmed that, at the time of the audit, the Parish Council still 
had the fidelity guarantee within its insurance, but that it would not cover 
the amount in the bank.  However, for the insurance to cover the amount in 
the bank, it would need to be increased from £200 to £1,000 per annum, 
which is, it has been agreed, disproportionate to the risk.  BDO do have a 
clause in their instructions that allows very small parish councils – where 
the cost is prohibitive compared to the benefits – not to have this guarantee.  

As the Parish Council had the meeting in which this was discussed and 
agreed after the annual return had been submitted, it was raised by BDO in 
their report.
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Consultation on Concessionary Fares Scheme

Cllr Nixon-Eckersall reported the following:


Cherwell District Council currently allows pensioners to have either a free 
bus pass or tokens that amount to £31 per year.  These tokens can be used 
for going on the bus, or for having an occasional taxi, or to buy a senior 
citizen rail card.


Oxfordshire County Council has now been instructed, along with all other 
county councils, by central government, to take charge of all concessionary 
travel.  


The Dial-A-Ride service was very much involved with concessionary 
travel.  The departing Secretary of State for Transport on his last morning in 
office changed the rules regarding Dial-A-Ride and similar community bus 
services so that they were no longer entitled to concessionary travel.  
Oxfordshire County Council at the time said that they would pay for people 
to use these bus services.  However, they have now reversed this decision 
and, in addition, are planning to remove the tokens, so that all they are now 
going to do is to meet the central government statutory minimum demand,
which is to pay concessionary fares to commercial bus operators for all 
those people who qualify for bus passes.    


The people that did not opt for bus passes, which is mainly people in the 
rural villages – who do this because there are not any buses – have now lost 
their ability to buy occasional taxi services or a senior rail card.  

Cllr Spratt made the point that the new policy has a very heavy urban bias 
as, in rural villages like Hanwell, there are little or no buses to use.  Cllr 
Nixon-Eckersall pointed out that it was for this reason that services like 
Dial-A-Ride were set up and the bulk of the grant for this service comes 
from Cherwell District Council.


It was agreed that the Parish Council should respond re-stating the point 
that it is unfair to people living in villages and that the flexibility of being 
able to exchange a bus pass for travel tokens is very important to people 
living in rural areas, but would not be important to people living in towns, 
which makes it an unfair decision.  There is a lot of talk these days about 
people in rural areas finding it more expensive to live generally and the 
Parish Council should make reference to that point in the light of this.  


Oxfordshire County Council has put this to consultation.  Cllr Nixon-
Eckersall feels that, rather than just the Parish Council responding to this, 
the people whose opinion really matters are those who are going to be 
affected by this decision.  So that these people can make their 
representation to Oxfordshire County Council, it was agreed that the Parish
Page 262
 
Council’s response would be put into the village newsletter and people 
encouraged to make their own response to Oxfordshire County Council 
also. 


Action:  Cllr Nixon-Eckersall
277
Rural Run-a-bout


An email has been received from Cherwell District Council informing 
Parish Councils of a new service that will come into effect shortly.  This 
service will take the form of an advice bus that will be providing a wide 
range of information and support on council services, mainly to rural areas.  
It will be a 1-2 hour slot in the 
parish on a monthly basis, subject to demand.  


The District Council are asking Parish Councils to recommend a suitable 
place within each village where the bus can be parked.

It was agreed that the bus should be parked on the corner of Gullicote Lane, 
in the place that the Library Bus currently uses.

Action:  Clerk

278
Banbury Rural NAG – speeding



Banbury Rural Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) is asking for funds 
towards a covert recording device so that comprehensive (7 day) speed 
checks can be carried out in a number of village locations.  The equipment 
will cost £2,700, but if 10 parish councils would agree to contribute, the cost 
would be reduced to approximately £300 each.  This will be a fact finding 
exercise only, no action will be taken on the information obtained other than 
to ascertain where to focus resources in the future.

The reason that they wish to carry this out is because speeding is an issue 
for many villages, but the current speed checks have not be able to prove 
that speeding through villages actually happens, therefore no action can be 
taken.


Cllr Spratt pointed out that the issue of speeding through Hanwell has been 
raised many times and is seen to be of high importance to the villagers and 
therefore, at a cost of £300, the Parish Council is bound to participate in the 
scheme. 

Action:  Clerk 
279
a.
Planning Applications



None have been received.
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b.
Planning Approval



10/01204/F:  Dunlea, Main Street, Hanwell


Mr & Mrs J Coleman



Two storey gable extension to side elevation



10/01296/F:  School House, Church Lane, Hanwell



Mr B Bull



Detached garage and brick driveway

c.
Planning refusal



10/01511/CLUP:  Barn Cottage, 1 Sackville, Hanwell, OX17 1HQ


Refusal of certificate of lawfulness for a proposed use or development.


Single Storey rear extension

280
A.O.B.

a.
Cheques issued since the last meeting

	Cheques issued 9th September - 3rd November 2010
	

	100601
	16/09/10
	Playsafety Limited
	RoSPA insp play area/field
	148.05

	100602
	30/09/10
	Hanwell Estate
	Sportfield rent 25/9/10-24/9/11
	242.88

	100603
	30/09/10
	Jayne Gordon
	September salary
	83.33

	100604
	30/09/10
	BDO LLP
	Apr 09-Mar 10 ext. audit
	334.88

	100605
	03/11/10
	Jayne Gordon
	October salary
	83.33



b.
Post Received


Post was distributed between the meetings and at the meeting.


c.
Wayleave Survey & Engineering Limited



A letter has been received from WSE Limited informing the Parish 


Council that they will be undertaking refurbishment of a high voltage 

line in the village.  There is one pole and stay wire which, according to 

Central Networks wayleave records is owned by Cherwell District 


Council, but is actually now owned by the Parish Council following 

transfer of the Park Close allotments from CDC to the PC.  WSE 


Limited will have the Central Networks record amended.  The Clerk 

will be contacted by field staff from WSE prior to the work being 


started.  


It was agreed that a letter would be send to WSE Limited giving 


permission for the work to be done and asking them, for the purpose of 

updating Parish Council records, to provide copies of the documents 

that form the basis on which their equipment will be on the Parish 


Council’s land.

Action:  Clerk to send draft of letter to be sent to Cllr Spratt


Cllr Dessain asked if anyone knew where the deeds to the land were.  

As no one knew, it was agreed that a search should be made to see if 
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the land has been registered and where the deeds are held as the Parish 

Council should keep a copy of this on file.

Action:  Cllr Spratt

d.
Members’ Allowances Scheme – Review


A letter has been received from Cherwell District Council asking for an 

update on information regarding this.  Hanwell Parish Council does not 

pay any Members’ allowances and this information will be relayed to 

CDC on the appropriate form.

Action:  Clerk

e.
VAT Return



The clerk reported that a VAT return had been completed in October 

and the sum of £280.75 reclaimed and paid into the bank account.


f.
Invoice from Diocese of Oxford



The clerk reported that an invoice had been received from the above 

for the sum of £119.05 for rent due.  This was queried with the Diocese 

by the Clerk who was advised that it had been sent in error as the rent 

has been paid for 20 years in advance.


g.
Hanwell Drainage


The Parish Council has received an email from Richard Woodward 

with an update on the situation.  Richard has been in touch will Tony 

Baldry who has replied to Richard asking for this issue to be 


discussed with the Parish Council to determine if there are indeed 


matters still outstanding and, if this is the case, that the Parish Council 

should detail the issues they consider still need to be resolved.  This 

will enable him to take the matter further with relevant officials from 

the County and District Councils to resolve, once and for all, the 


outstanding issues.



It was agreed that a letter should be sent to Tony Baldry from the 


Parish Council confirming that Richard Woodward has been acting on 

behalf of Hanwell Parish Council on this matter and that Richard has 

detailed all of the issues that are of concern to the Parish Council. 


To make sure that all the relevant points are included in the letter, it 

was agreed that Richard should be asked to draft the letter for the 


Parish Council and forward it
to Cllr Spratt for approval and signature.

Action:  Richard Woodward


h.
Date for the next Parish Council Meeting




The Clerk asked if the date for the next meeting could be moved from 

the 5th to the 12th January.  This was agreed by everyone.

Action:  Clerk to email proposed dates for 2011 meetings
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With no other business, the meeting closed at 9.10 pm

The next Parish Council meeting will be:
Date:

12th January 2011
Time:
 
7.30 pm   
Venue:

Hanwell Village Hall   
