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Minutes 78


Minutes of the Meeting of Hanwell Parish Council

Held on Wednesday, 12th January 2011 
Present:
Councillors:  
John Spratt (Chairman), Bob Dainty, Giles Dessain, 


John Hart, Charles Nixon-Eckersall, Gordon Polson

Jayne Gordon (minutes)

Apologies:
Arnold Bailey
Residents:
Richard Woodward

Declarations of interest:  None

281
Minutes of last Parish Council meeting held on 24th November 2010


The minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2010 were taken as 
read and signed as being a true and accurate record.

282
Matters arising


Rural Run-a-bout

A letter has been sent suggesting the most suitable place for the van would be where the library bus currently stops, at the corner of Gullicote Lane.  No reply has been received as yet.


Rural NAG

An email reply has been sent regarding the covert speeding equipment.  No reply has been received as yet.


Refurbishment of High Voltage Line

A letter has been sent to Wayleave Survey and Engineering Limited in response to their letter of 1st November 2010.  No reply has been received as yet.


Village Pump

Cllr Nixon-Eckersall reported that Bill Tagg was unable to match the quotation provided by Dave Smith.  It was therefore agreed that Dave Smith should carry out the work, as per his quotation.

Action:  Cllr Spratt to inform Dave Smith


Village playground – RoSPA report

Cllr Dessain has spoken to Dave Smith and shown him the work that needs to be carried out as per the RoSPA report.  

Action:  Cllr Spratt to follow up with Dave Smith
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283
Parish Precept and 2011-2012 Budget

Expenditure for 2010-2011 was £5,900 and income was £6,100.  Therefore there was a surplus for the year of approximately £150, which is in line with the budget.   

There are 2 items that will drop out of the budget in the next year.  Firstly, the loan for the mower will be fully repaid this year and secondly, last year a grant of £500.00 was made to the church for repairs.  In addition, the insurance should come down this year due to the fidelity insurance being taken out.  


There is currently one year’s reserve in the bank.

There are no major items or issues of expenditure anticipated, at the moment, for next year.  If something did crop up, there are adequate reserves in the bank.

It was proposed by Cllr Dessain that the precept for the next year be brought down.  

At some point in the next few years, some or all of the mowing equipment will need to be replaced, which would cost approximately £3,500-£4,000, so possibly some funds could be put aside each year towards this.

After a great deal of discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Spratt that the precept be dropped for the next year to £5,000.  This was seconded by Cllr Dainty.  The budget for the next year was therefore accepted with a precept of £5,000.

284 Playground disclaimer notice

The question was raised as to whether or not a disclaimer notice should be displayed in the play area.  

Legally, in order for a disclaimer notice to be effective it has to be reasonable.  A notice would only add something to the play area if it provided some meaningful information and the only information that can be given is the age of the children for which the play equipment is suitable.  

The equipment has been properly installed and properly and routinely inspected by RoSPA.  

After some discussion it was agreed that this it was not necessary to put up such a notice.
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284 Hanwell drainage

A copy of a letter from Thames Water to Tony Baldry has been forwarded to the Parish Council by Tony Baldry.  The letter confirms that Thames Water will take an active part in trying to find out whose responsibility it is to sort the problem out and to look for possible solutions.

Since the letter from the Parish Council was sent to Tony Baldry, there has been a noticeable increase in activity to try and resolve the situation.  

Oxfordshire Highways has now arranged to meet Richard Woodward on Monday, 24th January at 09.00 am in the village.  Gordon Hunter and Wayne Baker will be attending – Head and Deputy Head of Drainage respectively.

Highways have come back with no information since the tanker survey in the village in the late summer.  Regarding Thames Water – it is Richard’s understanding, based on the history of the problems, that they are actually responsible for sub-terranian water and not surface water.  However, Richard has emailed them with details of the problem and asked them what their obligations are.  Following the copy letter received this morning; Richard emailed the Chief Executive of Thames Water, copying the previous correspondence that had already been sent.  

Richard informed the meeting that the letter he has received from the Environment Agency regarding the problem states that ‘the map shows that the centre of Hanwell is at risk from surface water flooding’.  This is because there are not enough drains to cope with the run off water that starts at the top of the village.  The drains at the bottom are not big enough to cope with the volume of water coming down and, in addition, one of the drains on the way down is blocked and has been for 2 ½ years.  

In Richard’s view, the simplest solution would be to replace the pipe by the Castle with a 12” pipe, which would run into the stream at the back.   Richard will be proposing this at the meeting on the 24th January.  

As Thames Water have said that they are willing to come to a meeting, it was agreed that they should be invited to attend the meeting on Monday, 24th January.  

Action:  Richard Woodward 

Cllr Spratt thanked Richard Woodward for all his efforts to date with this issue.

285 Hanwell Gritting


Cllr Dainty raised the issue of the grit bins being too far apart.  To grit the Page 269

whole village by hand takes an enormous amount of time and effort and there is not enough grit.  Ideally more grit bins are needed.  

Cllr Dainty and Richard Woodward also reported that during the heavy snowfall in December, local farmers were contracted to clear the road through Hanwell with a snow plough, but also instructed by the Highways Department to create a blockage of snow at the Southam Road entrance of the village to restrict access on to the dangerous road through the village, because of the problems that arose on the M40.  No signs were put up to say that the road was blocked and Cllr Dainty was contacted by a motorist who had run into the blockage and was, as a consequence, stuck in the snow.  

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Highways asking what their policy is regarding road closure in such a situation.  In addition, the letter should request that the Parish Council be informed when such an action is going to be taken so that the information can be relayed via the website to the villagers.  The Parish Council also recommend that signs be put up, if at all possible, when this type of action is taken by the Highways.  The letter should also ask for at least two additional grit bins so that the Parish Council can adequately grit within the village to keep the roads and pavements safe.  The Parish Council will obviously locate the new grit bins appropriately throughout the village and it would need to be confirmed that grit would be supplied for the additional bins.

Richard Woodward informed the meeting that there were new contractors appointed to grit the village roads this year and that Hanwell had been omitted from the route.  Following a telephone call from Richard, this has now been rectified.  The letter to the Highways should, in addition, ask for confirmation that this is the case.

It was agreed that the letter should be drafted by the Clerk and sent to all councillors for their comments and amendments.


Action:  Clerk

286 Park Close Allotments

It is time for the 2011 invoices to be sent out to the allotment holders.  It was agreed that the Clerk could send these out now.

Action:  Clerk

287
a.
Planning Applications

10/01791/F:  Barn Cottage, 1 Sackville, Hanwell, OX17 1HQ



Mr Jeffrey Patterson



Single Storey rear extension and rear picture window
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b.
Planning Approval



None

288
A.O.B.


a.
Cheques issued since the last meeting
	Cheques issued 3rd November- 12th January 2011
	

	100606
	03/11/10
	Printing.com (ABUZZUK)
	Website hosting 2yr renewal
	133.68

	100607
	24/11/10
	St Peter's Church
	Poppy wreath
	25.00

	100608
	05/12/10
	Jayne Gordon
	November salary
	83.33

	100609
	06/01/11
	Jayne Gordon
	December salary
	83.33



b.
Post Received



Post was distributed between the meetings.

c. Water in front of Spring Farm

There is water coming down from Spring Farm.  It has been doing this for some time now and probably needs to be drained as in icy weather it will freeze and become a hazard.  Cllr Dessain has planned to dig a channel in the springtime so that the water flows back into the trough.

Action:  Cllr Dessain

With no other business, the meeting closed at 8.40 pm

The next Parish Council meeting will be:

Date:

2nd March 2011

Time:
 
7.30 pm   
Venue:

Hanwell Village Hall   

