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1 September 2006
Dear Sir
cherwell district council local development framework: banbury and north cherwell site allocations development plan document: issues and options paper July 2006

I am writing to you as Chairman for and on behalf of Hanwell Parish Council, representing the views of the Council and of an open meeting of residents in the village of Hanwell held on Wednesday 30 August 2006. 
I am grateful to you for agreeing to extend our time for putting forward responses to the Issues and Options Paper.  The Paper unfortunately only de facto became available for circulation between the Parish Council Members at the end of July 2006 when key members of the Parish Council were either about to go on holiday or were actually on holiday and we were not able to meet to deal with this important document until 30 August 2006.

Land to the North of the Hanwell Fields Access Road 

(Site References: BA71, BA37, BA73, BA60, BA63, BA57, BA61, BA58 and BA31)
We object to further development of these sites for the reasons for which we have written to you separately objecting to Planning Application No. 06/01600/OUT.  I would refer you in this respect to the contents of the document enclosed
 which is a draft letter to Michelle Jarvis, the Planning Control Manager of Cherwell District Council, which is also supported by a petition signed by most if not all of the adult residents of the Village.  The reason this letter, somewhat oddly you may think, is only a draft, is that I have circulated it for consultation amongst the residents of the Village, and will actually be sending it in final form to Michelle Jarvis regarding that application having had the opportunity to add to it and edit it, but I do not anticipate that the substance of the content of those objections will materially change.

Six Separate Sites within the Village of Hanwell

(Site References: HA1, HA2, HA3, HA4, HA5 and HA6)

I will refer to these six sites as the Hanwell Sites.  I note that no details are given of the use suggested for these sites, and although it is possible, as I see it, that these sites might be recommended for open space or recreation or other land use, I am writing this letter on the hypothesis that it may be considered to use these Hanwell Sites for housing or industry.

1)
The Hanwell Sites in General


Development of these sites whether for residential use or otherwise, is strongly objected to by the Hanwell Parish Council and most if not all of the residents of Hanwell for the following reasons:

a)
They or any of them would have the effect of increasing the volume of traffic travelling through the village of Hanwell.  The road is entirely unsuitable for increased traffic.  The village has already encountered problems with traffic at an unacceptable level.  The road is single lane in the middle of the Village and is already problematical.  Further development within the Village would worsen an already bad position with traffic.  There is no access to Banbury from Hanwell by foot, cycle or public transport, and development of these sites would substantially increase travel by motor car through Hanwell Village and from Hanwell Village to Banbury and elsewhere.
b)
The Village has no school or shop or indeed any facilities except a play area, a football pitch and a public house.  New residents in Hanwell would need to travel to Banbury for schools and all other amenities.

c)
All of the land comprised within these sites is good agricultural land and should not be given up for development.

d)
The Local Authority’s policy hitherto has been to protect the village of Hanwell from unsuitable development, taking into account its unique, important and inherent qualities including the fact that it is in a conservation area, it contains important listed buildings of historic interest, and the landscape in and around the Village is of high value.  Development of the Hanwell Sites would radically reverse that policy and have an overwhelmingly detrimental effect on the Village.
e)
The integrity of the historic landscape around Hanwell Castle and St Peter’s Church in particular would be overwhelmed should this proposal be accepted.

f)
It is not necessary for the Council to consider imposing this radical negative effect on the village of Hanwell to achieve further housing: there are much more suitable opportunities for development within the boundary of Banbury and in and around larger villages which have already been developed.

g)
Development of any of these Hanwell Sites would have a detrimental effect on the Village as set out above.  It would also damage the integrity of the Village and make it easier for there to be creeping development which in turn would have the effect of removing the identity and integrity of Hanwell as a country village.
h)
The land comprised within the Hanwell Sites has never been seriously considered for development before and the suggestion that these sites should be made available for development now would be totally contrary to all policies operated by the Planning Authority within Hanwell to date.

i)
Hanwell is lucky to have survived as a largely undeveloped and unspoilt ancient village, comprising dwellings based mainly on the narrow winding village street.  The Hanwell Sites are huge compared with the space occupied already by the village houses, and would not only reverse all planning policies hitherto implemented in respect of the Village, but development of any of them would radically change the nature and value of amenity of the Village.
2)
Sites HA1, HA2, HA3 and HA4

These all fall within the area between the Village itself and a bridle path which goes round the north of the Village and would encourage the possibility of yet further developments of other land between that bridle path and the Village and indeed to the north of the bridle path itself, which presumably then would have been converted to use as a vehicular access for the new developments.  So development of any of these sites would lead the way to huge development around Hanwell.


Access to the sites by this bridle path to the east of the Village would be very dangerous: the bridle path leads out on to the Village road between two dangerous bends and visibility would be far too short.


Conversion of this bridle path to vehicular access would itself mean the loss of an ancient rural facility, the bridle path.  


These sites again are effectively adjacent to the back gardens of and overlook existing village properties.

3)
Sites HA3 and HA4

These sites are on ground which is higher than the back gardens of the existing village houses which any development would overlook.

Public rights of way run through these sites.

4)
Site HA5


This again is a site of archaeological interest, where exploration has been carried out in the past.  It is a huge area compared with the size of the Village.  It in effect comprises an open space, being a paddock enjoyed as an amenity by the villagers.  Again, a footpath runs through it.

5)
Site HA6

This site is near ancient fish ponds, has a footpath running through it and is of historic and archaeological importance, as well as being a valuable open area in the middle of the Village.

Summary
For all these reasons Hanwell Parish Council and most if not all of the residents of the Village of Hanwell vigorously oppose any development of the Hanwell Sites.  Interest on the part of residents of the Village in this matter is very strong.  A Village Meeting took place on 30 August 2006 to consider the planning application referred to in the draft letter enclosed and the inclusion of the Hanwell Sites in the Issues and Options Paper.  The Meeting was so well attended that the Village Hall was packed to overflowing with residents unanimously in opposition to the inclusion of these sites in the Issues and Options Paper.
The Parish Council and indeed other residents of the Village would be more than willing to attend any meeting with you to explain and deal further with these points.

Yours faithfully
JOHN SPRATT
For and on behalf of

Hanwell Parish Council
The Old Rectory, Hanwell, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX17 1HN
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